
A Chara,
Retrofitting is one of the most effective ways to cut household energy 
bills. Budget 2026 allocates a recording €558 million of funding through 
SEAI to support tens of thousands of home upgrades across the country.  
Since 2019, 228,360 homes have benefitted from government-funded 
retrofitting measures. These upgrades make homes warmer, healthier, 
and cheaper to heat, with potential energy savings of up to €1,200 per 
year. The Warmer Homes Scheme delivered nearly 8,000 fully funded 
retrofits last year. 

I would like to outline some of the schemes available to help  
you begin your retrofitting journey. Don’t hesitate to  
contact my office if you have any queries.

Warmer Homes Scheme

•	 Fully funded energy upgrades 
•	 From initial survey to completion, SEAI manage the entire process, 	

making it straightforward 
•	 Eligibility criteria apply 
•	 For homes built and occupied before 2006 
•	 Works recommended by an SEAI surveyor
•	  Works installed by an SEAI appointed contractor

Eligibility
This route provides fully funded energy upgrades to those who: 
•	 Own and live in your own home 
•	 Home was built and occupied before 2006 
•	 Are in receipt of one of the following social welfare payments: 
       – Fuel Allowance as part of the National Fuel Scheme 
       – Jobseeker’s Allowance for over six months and have a child    	
          under seven years of age
       – Working Family Payment 
       – One-Parent Family Payment
       – Domiciliary Care Allowance 
       – Carer’s Allowance and live with the person you are caring for
       – Disability Allowance for over six months and have a child under    	
          seven years of age

How to apply:
1.	 Apply to SEAI online or download the application form from their 

website 
2.	 If you do not have a BER, SEAI will carry one out for you at no extra 

cost 
3.	 If you are eligible, an SEAI surveyor visits your home to make 

upgrade recommendations 
4.	A contractor from SEAI’s panel is then appointed and works begin 

5. Once completed, SEAI’s energy assessment team will carry out 
a BER assessment and there may also be a quality inspection on 
your home Our Warmer Homes team will be happy to help over the 
phone: 01 808 2005
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•	 Individual energy upgrade grants for a 	
step by step approach. 	

•	 Manage your own project using a registered 	
contractor, or	

•	 Appoint a participating One Stop Shop to manage single or 
multiple grants for you.	

•	 Low-cost loan options available through participating lenders.

Eligibility

•	 Homes must be built and occupied:

      - Before 2011 for insulation and heating controls

      - Before 2021 for heat pumps and renewable systems 

•	 Works must be completed by SEAI registered 	
contractors or participating One Stop Shops.

How to apply:

If you are unsure where to start, SEAI recommends a BER 
assessment. This tells you how energy efficient your home is and 
gives you the information you need to begin your home energy 
upgrades. 

Option 1: Apply yourself: Choose an SEAI registered contractor and 
apply for the grant online. This grant is paid directly to you or the 
contractor once works are complete and the relevant documents 
have been submitted. 

Option 2: Choose an SEAI registered One Stop Shop: Participating 
One Stop Shops can now apply and manage individual energy 
upgrades on your behalf, meaning less administration and the grant 
is deducted from the cost of works upfront.

Better Energy Homes  
and Solar PV Grants
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Grants for a complete one stop shop home  
energy upgrade 

How to apply:

•	 A complete one stop shop home energy upgrade. 	
Fully managed by an SEAI registered One Stop Shop.	

•	 Wider range of grants.	

•	 Grants deducted from the cost of works upfront 	

•	 Multiple upgrades in one go and achieving a minimum BER B2	

•	 Low-cost loan options available through participating lenders

1.	 Contact an SEAI registered One Stop Shop: Choose from 
SEAI’s registered list and find out if your home is eligible. SEAI 
recommends you shop around for the best quote. 

2.	Carry out a Home Energy Assessment: This optional step 
gives you a tailored plan for your home. SEAI offers a grant of €350 
towards this assessment. 

3.	Start your upgrade: Once you’re happy with the options and 
quote, your One Stop Shop puts a contract in place and manages 
the works from start to finish. Grants are deducted upfront from 
the cost of works.

Eligibility
•	 Homes built and occupied before 2011.	

•	 Home has an existing BER of B3 or lower. 	

•	 Home has not previously received grants for same upgrade.

Grants for individual home 
energy upgrades

National Home  
Energy Upgrade Scheme3Avail of a Home Energy Upgrade Loan 

Government-backed, low-cost loans can be combined with SEAI grants to 
make home energy upgrades more affordable. Borrow from €5,000 to €75,000 
for a term of up to 10 years to fund upgrades such as attic and wall insulation, as 
well as supporting a complete upgrade to a B2 rated home. 

Loans can be used to pay for the part of the cost that is not covered by the 
SEAI grant. The Home Energy Upgrade Loan Scheme is established and offered 
by the Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI) and supported by the 
Government of Ireland

How to apply:

Key Features 

Step 1 
Contact an SEAI registered One Stop Shop to plan your home energy 
upgrade, or your project coordinator if you are already part of an SEAI 
Community Energy Project. Your home must have a valid BER (Building 
Energy Rating) to apply for the loan. The One Stop Shop can arrange a BER 
assessment and will help you access financial supports, including SEAI 
grants and the Home Energy Upgrade Loan Scheme. You’ll receive a Home 
Energy Summary Report, which is required to apply for the loan. 

Step 2 
Apply for a low-cost loan with one of the participating finance providers listed 
on the SBCI website. Once approved for your loan, you will have access to 
the funds upfront, allowing you to complete your energy upgrades and start 
enjoying the benefits of a warmer, healthier home. Full terms and conditions 
and a list of participating finance providers are available at www.sbci.gov.ie

Interest rates starting from as low as 2.99%

Loans from €5,000 to €75,000 

Loans are unsecured i.e. no charge is taken over the property, 	
unlike a mortgage 

One Stop Shops deduct the SEAI grant from the cost of works 	
upfront. The loan can be used for the remaining cost

Benefits

Spread the cost of energy upgrades over time, making 
repayments easier to manage alongside savings on energy bills.

Streamlined process for grant and loan applications.

Access funds upfront before works begin – 
for deposits or milestone payments.

Flexibility to spend up to 25% of the loan on 
non-energy related works (e.g., redecorating your home).

Working with:
Cllr Darragh Butler (Swords),
Cllr Eoghan O’Brien (Howth-Malahide) 
Cllr Cathal Haughey (Howth- Malahide)


