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A GUIDE TO  

HOME ENERGY 
UPGRADES

INCLUDING NEW AND INCREASED GRANTS

MINISTER DARRAGH O’BRIEN TD

MINISTER DARRAGH O’BRIEN TD

Minister for Climate, Environment and Energy and Minister for 
Transport. TD for Dublin Fingal East.

Leinster House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2
Tel: 01 618 3802 Email: darragh.obrien@oireachtas.ie
                     @DarraghOBrienTD

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT SEAI.IE

NATIONAL HOME ENERGY UPGRADE SCHEME

GRANTS AVAILABLE TO BETTER ENERGY HOMES APPLICANTS

INCREASED GRANTS FOR HOMEOWNERS RECEIVING QUALIFYING WELFARE PAYMENTS

INCREASED GRANTS FOR FIRST-TIME BUYERS

Grants for a complete one stop shop home energy upgrade

Measure

Attic insulation
Cavity Wall 
insulation
External Wall  
Insulation
Internal Wall  
Insulation
Windows  
(Complete Upgrade)
External Doors 
(Max 2)
Heating Controls 
Only
Heat Pump System: 
Heat Pump
Heat Pump System: 
Central Heating
Heat Pump System:
Renewable Heat 
Bonus
Heat Pump Air-to-Air
Technical  
Assessment
Solar Thermal
Post Works BER

Attic insulation with 
Qualifying Welfare 
Payment
Cavity Wall 
insulation with 
Qualifying Welfare 
Payment
Higher Grant for 
BER with Qualifying 
Welfare Payment 

Higher Grant for Attic 
Insulation for First 
Time Buyers
Standard Grant for 
Post works BER for 
First Time Buyers

Detached

€2,000
€1,800

€8,000

€4,500

€4,000

€ 800 per door

€700

€6,500

€2,000

€4,000

€7,500

€200
€1,200
€50

€2,500

€2,300

€280

€2,500

€50

Semi-det
/ End Ter

€1,500
€1,300

€6,000

€3,500

€3,000

€ 800 per door

€700

€6,500

€2,000

€4,000

€7,500

€200
€1,200
€50

€1,900

€1,700

€280

€1,900

€50

Mid 
Terrace

€1,400
€850

€3,500

€2,000

€1,800

€ 800 per door

€700

€6,500

€2,000

€4,000

€7,500

€200
€1,200
€50

€1,800

€1,100

€280

€1,800

€50

Apartment

€1,100
€700

€3,000

€1,500

€1,500

€ 800 per door

€700

€4,500

€1,000

€4,000

€7,500

€200
€1,200
€50

€1,400

€900

€280

€1,400

€50

Grant amounts subject to change. Please refer to the 
SEAI website for current grant values

Upgrade

Home Energy 
Assessment
Project 
Management
Attic Insulation
Rafter Insulation
Cavity Wall 
Insulation
External Wall 
Insulation
Internal Wall 
Insulation
Floor Insulation
Windows
(Complete 
Upgrade)
External Doors 
(max. 2)
Heating Controls 
only
Heat Pump
Central Heating 
System for Heat 
Pump
Heat Pump Air-to-
Air
Renewable Heat 
bonus
Solar Hot Water
Solar PV

Mechanical 
Ventilation
Air Tightness

Detached

€350

€2,000

€2,000
€3,000
€1,800

€8,000

€4,500

€3,500
€4,000

€800 per door

€700

€6,500
€2,000

€3,500

€4,000

€1,200

€1,500

€1,000

Semi-det
/ End Ter
€350

€1,600

€1,500
€3,000
€1,300

€6,000

€3,500

€3,500
€3,000

€800 per door

€700

€6,500
€2,000

€3,500

€4,000

€1,200

€1,500

€1,000

Mid 
Terrace
€350

€1,200

€1,400
€2,000
€850

€3,500

€2,000

€3,500
€1,800

€800 per door

€700

€6,500
€2,000

€3,500

€4,000

€1,200

€1,500

€1,000

Apartment

€350

€800

€1,100
€1,500
€700

€3,000

€1,500

€3,500
€1,500

€800 per door

€700

€4,500
€1,000

€3,500

€4,000

€1,200

€1,500

€1,000

Working with:
CLLR DARRAGH BUTLER (SWORDS), CLLR EOGHAN O’BRIEN (HOWTH-MALAHIDE) 
CLLR CATHAL HAUGHEY (HOWTH- MALAHIDE)

AVAIL OF A HOME ENERGY UPGRADE LOAN 
Government-backed, low-cost loans can be combined with 
SEAI grants to make home energy upgrades more affordable. 

Borrow from €5,000 to €75,000 for a term of up to 10 years to fund 
upgrades such as attic and wall insulation, as well as supporting a 
complete upgrade. Loans be used to pay for the part of the cost 
that is not covered by the SEAI grant. 
Available from participating lenders.
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A Chara,

Retrofitting is one of the most effective ways to cut household energy bills. Budget 
2026 allocated a record €558 million of funding through SEAI to support tens of 
thousands of home upgrades across the country.

I am now introducing changes for home retrofitting supports, to bring meaningful 
benefits for homeowners across the country. These new measures are designed to 
make energy upgrades even more affordable, more flexible, and easier to access. 
They will help households permanently reduce energy bills - particularly for middle-
income families who may not be in a position to carry out a full retrofit in one go - 
improve home comfort, and cut emissions.

Since 2019, the government funded SEAI schemes have provided almost €1.7 billion 
in support to homeowners for 244,000 home energy improvements, including 
almost 32,700 fully funded upgrades for households at risk of energy poverty under 
the Warmer Homes Scheme, and 18,000 heat pump installations. These upgrades 
make homes warmer, healthier, and cheaper to heat, with potential energy savings 
of up to €1,200 per year. In addition, the Department of Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage funded a further 16,990 Local Authority upgrades, including over 9,000 
heat pumps in the period 2019 to 2025. I would like to outline some of the schemes 
available to help you begin your retrofitting journey. 

Don’t hesitate to contact my office if you have any queries.

HOME ENERGY UPGRADES NEW AND INCREASED 
GRANTS - SPRING 2026 

MORE AFFORDABLE WAYS TO UPGRADE 
YOUR HOME 
Higher insulation grants for attic (up to €2,000) and cavity wall 
(up to €1,800). New - First time buyers of 2nd hand homes can get 
even higher attic insulation grant (up to €2,500). Second wall insulation 
grant now available for previous applicants.

NEW WINDOWS AND DOORS GRANT 
Grants for windows and doors available for those doing upgrades 
step-by-step (€800 per door for max. 2 doors and up to €4,000 for 
windows). *Where the building fabric meets the standard suitable for 
heat pump installation.

A range of measures have been introduced in recent years 
to support the retrofitting of our homes. These include:

•	 Enhanced Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) grant schemes with 
simplified application processes and faster approvals, including a greater focus 
on heat pumps;

•	 A reformed Warmer Homes Scheme for homeowners in energy poverty with 
expanded eligibility, increased depth of retrofit, a prioritisation of the worst 
performing homes and a higher number of homes supported;

•	 The establishment of a network of 28 SEAI-registered One Stop Shops with 
further growth in the network expected in the coming years;

•	 Enhanced supports for retrofitting apartment buildings and flat complexes;
•	 Piloting of new supports for area-based retrofit projects and traditional 

buildings;
•	 The Home Energy Upgrade Loan Scheme providing retrofit loans with interest 

rates as low as 2.99%;
•	 A reduction in the VAT rate for heat pumps to 9%, and a 0% rate for solar 

panels;
•	 A tax incentive to encourage small-scale landlords to undertake retrofitting 

works while the tenant remains in situ; and
•	 A range of measures to increase the number of workers with retrofit skills, 

including the establishment of 6 Near Zero Energy Building Centres of 
Excellence.

MORE AFFORDABLE AND ACCESSIBLE 
HEAT PUMPS 
Higher heat pump system grant (now up to €12,500). Removal of 
the minimum energy uplift requirement for complete one stop shop home 
energy upgrades where heat pump is included. New high temperature 
heat pump pilot scheme

MORE SUPPORTS FOR ENERGY POOR HOMES 
Homeowners qualifying for Warmer Homes Scheme can opt to do 
some works privately with new grants towards attic (up to €2,500) and 
cavity wall insulation (up to €2,300).
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WARMER HOMES SCHEME 
•	 Fully funded energy upgrades, homes built and occupied before 2006
•	 From initial survey to completion, SEAI manage the entire process, 

making it straightforward 

ELIGIBILITY 
This route provides fully funded energy upgrades to those who: 
• Own and live in their own home 
• Are in receipt of one of the following social welfare payments: 
– Fuel Allowance as part of the National Fuel Scheme 
– Jobseeker’s Allowance for over six months and have a child 
under seven years of age 
– Working Family Payment 
– One-Parent Family Payment 
– Domiciliary Care Allowance
 – Carer’s Allowance and live with the person you are caring for – Disability 
Allowance for over six months and have a child under seven years of age 

HOW TO APPLY
Apply to SEAI online or download the application form from their website 
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BETTER ENERGY HOMES AND SOLAR PV GRANTS 
•	 Individual energy upgrade grants for a step by step approach. 
•	 Manage your own project using a registered contractor, or 
•	 Appoint a participating One Stop Shop to manage single or multiple 

grants for you

ELIGIBILITY 
• Homes must be built and occupied: 
- Before 2011 for insulation and heating controls - Before 2021 for heat 
pumps and renewable systems 
• Works must be completed by SEAI registered contractors or participating 
One Stop Shops

HOW TO APPLY
Apply yourself: Choose an SEAI registered contractor and apply for the 
grant online. This grant is paid directly to you or the contractor once works 
are complete and the relevant documents have been submitted.
Choose an SEAI registered One Stop Shop: Participating One Stop Shops 
can now apply and manage individual energy upgrades on your behalf, 
meaning less administration and the grant is deducted from the cost of 
works upfront.
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NATIONAL HOME ENERGY UPGRADE SCHEME
•	 A complete one stop shop home energy upgrade. 
•	 Fully managed by an SEAI registered One Stop Shop. 
•	 Wider range of grants. 
•	 Grants deducted from the cost of works upfront 
•	 Low-cost loan options available through participating lenders

ELIGIBILITY 
•	 Homes built and occupied before 2011
•	 Home has an existing BER of B3 or lower (or equivalent) 
•	 Home has not previously received grants for same upgrade

HOW TO APPLY
•	 A complete one stop shop home energy upgrade. Fully managed by an 

SEAI registered One Stop Shop. 
•	 Wider range of grants. 
•	 Grants deducted from the cost of works upfront  

- Multiple upgrades in one go 

Low-cost loan options available through participating lenders 


